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TWO SHOEMAKERS. 


7 ACKBROWNand JAMES STOCK, 
were two lads apprentic’d at nearly 
he fame time, to Mr. Williams, a Shoe- 
maker, in 2 {mall town in Oxfordbhire ; 
they were prétty near the fame age, but 
of very different characters and difpo- 
tions. 












Brown was eldéft fon to a farmer in 
good circumitances, who gave the ufual 
prentice fee with him. Being a wild 
gildy boy, whom his father could not 
well manage or inftruct in farming he 
thought it better to fend him out to 
Jearn a trade at a diftance, than to let 
him idle about at home ; for Jack always 

preferred bird’s nefting and marbles to 
any other employment; and. would 
trike away halfthe day, when his father 
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thought he was at fchool, with any boys 
he could meet with, who were as idle 
as himfelf; and never could be pre 
vailed upon to do, or to learn any thing 
while a game at taw could be had fo, 
love or money. All this time his littl 
brothers, much younger than himfelf 
were beginning to follow the plough, or 
to carry the corn to mill as foon as they 
were able to mount a cart-horfe,. 


Jack, however, who was a lively boy, 
and did not naturally want either fenk 
or good-nature might have turned out 
well enough, if he had not had the 
misfortune to be his mother’s favourite 
She concealed and forgave all his 
faults.—“* To be fure he was a little 
“ wild,” fhe would fay,“ but he would: 
“ not make a worfe man for that, fot ne 
“ Jack had a good {pirit of his own, and oe 
“ fhe would not have it broke, and {0 fea 
“ make a mope of the’boy.” ‘The farn- ne! 
er, for a quiet life as it is called, gavejM. 4 
up all thefe points to his wife; and sal 
with them, gave wp the future virtue 


and happinefs of his child. He was4 he 
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: Fh aborious and induftrious man but he had 
pre oreligion; he thought only of, the 
Ling rains and advantages of the prelent day, 
rf undnever took the future into the account. 
stthEes wife managed him entirely, and as 
felfMmne Was really notable, he did not trou- 
id ple his head about, any thing farther. 
they f fhe had been carelefs in her dairy, 
Mee would have itormed and fwore ; 
but as fhe only tuihed‘éne child by in 
lulgence, and almoft broke the heaits 
f the reft by unkindnefs, hé gave him- 
elf little concern ‘about the matter. 
MBS cheéfe, certainly was good, and 
rita mit ‘indeed is a gréat point; but fhe 
hie as Neg ele&tful of hér children, and-a 
Hitt 'yrant to her: fervarits; ‘Her hufband’s 
‘ould ybitance, indeed, was not wafted, ‘but 
“fd ig happinefs was not confulted. His 
ee oufé, itis trué, was not dirty,’ but it 
a fi ag the abode of fury, ill-temper, ‘and 
ovetoutnefs. And the farmer who did 
ot care for drink, was too often driven 
‘0 the’ publick- houfe of an evening, be- 
aufe’ his “own was neither quiet - nor 
omfortable. .The mother was always 
colding, and the children were: always 
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Jack, however, notwith{tanding his 
idlenefs, picked up a little reading and 
writing, but never would learn to cali 
an account: that was. too much labour 
His mother was defirous he fhould con. 
















tinue at {chool, not fo much for the fekel fh. 
of his learning, which fhe had nat fenfef.. tl 
enough to value, but to fave her daclingMis o 
from the fatigue of labour; for if he hadi&nd 
not gone to fchool, fhe knew he muffalle 
have gone to work, and fhe theught thing | 
former was the leak tirefome of th, e twolmbrud 
Indeed this foolifh woman had fuch a e | 


opinion of his genius, that fhe ufed from cer 
a child, to think he was too wife for 
ny thing but a parfon, ard hoped. them 
froula live to fee him one. She did 
not with to fee her fon a minifter be. and 
caufe fhe loved either learning otfM%cro\ 
goodnefs, but becaufe fhe thought ittther 
would make Jack a gentleman, and letBBooo, 
him above his brothers. B00 











Farmer Brown ftill hoped, that theugh Minot 
Jack was likely to ie but, an idle andi the 
ignorant farmer, yet he might make nog@ and 
. bad.tradefman when he fhould be remo 






eae ee 
ed from the indulgences-of a father's, 
pufe, and from a filly mother, whofe 
yndnefs kept him back in every thing. 


Fhis woman was-enraged when the 
bund that fo fine afcholar as fhe took 
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COn-Mack to be, was to be put apprentice to 
fake § fhoemaker. The farmer, however, 
‘enfelor the farft time in his life, . would: have 
‘ling is own way. But being a worldly man, 
hadM&nd too apt to mind only what is falfely 
MuiBalled the main chauce; inflead of be- 


t the 
two, 
ha 
Tom 
aK a 
fhe 
dic 
be: 


ng careful to look out for a fober, 
prudent, and religious matter for his fon, 
e left all that to chance, as if it had 
been a thing of little or no confequence. 
his is a. very common faukt ; and fa- 
mhers who, are guilty of it, are ina great 
meafure anf{werable. for "the future fins 
and errors of their children, when they 
Microw up. inthe world, and fet up for 
it Withemfelves. If a man’ vives his fon a 
| tet good education, a good example, anda 
good matter, it is indeed possib/e that the 
fon may not turn out well, but it does 

ugh not often happen ; and when it does; 
andi the father.has no blame refting on him ; 


HOM and it is a great point towards a man’s 
M0r, » 4, 
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comfort tohave his confcience quiet j 
that refpect, however Gop may over 
rule events. 


In m I 















The farmer however, took care to de 
fire his friends to enquire for a fhoem: 
ker whohad godd bufinefs, and was 
good workman; and the mother did nd 
forget to put in her word, and defirellM een 
that it might be one who was not to 
frit ; for Jack had been brought uf 
tenderly, was a meek boy, and fouta no 
bear to be contradicted in any thing 
And this is*the common notion of meek : 
nefs among people who know no betterfimai 


Mr. Williams was. recommended to 
the farmer as being the beft. fhoémaket 
in the town where he lived, and fatMob! 
from a ftrid& mafter ; and without fur-Mme 
ther inquiries, to Mr. Williams hel wo 
went. aft 


James Stock, who was the fon of anf fei 
honeft labourer in the next village, was to 
bound out by the parifh, in confidera- @ re 
tion of his dashes baying: fo numerous 4 & ki 


¢ > } 


let i@amily, that he wasnot able to put him 
Ovemut himfelf. James was in every thing 
1e very reverfe of his new companion. 
le was a modeft, induftrious, pious 
0 dll outh ; and though fo poor, and the 
emumehild of a labourer, was a much better. 
Vas Mm choler than Jack, who was a wealthy 
d noiarmer’s fon. His father, had it is true, 
lire@@seen able to give him but very little 
toa chooling, for he was obliged to be put 
t ufo work when quite a child. When ve- 
i nofry young he ufed to run of errands 
1ingmmfor Mr. Thomas, the curate of the par- 
\eek@ith ; a vety kind hearted young gentle- 
tte man, who boarded next door to his 
_ Gifather’s cottage. He ufed alfo to rub. 
d toli/down and faddle his horfe, and do any 
aket@@ other little job for him, in the moft civil 
fat@ obliging manner. All this fo recom- 
fur-M mended him to the clergyman, that he 
| he would often fend for him of an evening,. 
after he had done hts day’s work in the 
held, and condefcended to teach him him- 
Fan {if to write and caft accounts, as wellas 
was @ to inftruét him im the principles of his 
cra- Mi religion. It was not. merely out of 
18 4 kindnefs for the little good-natured fer- 
| 5 5. 
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ervices James did him, that he fhewedg™4™° 
‘ him this. favour, but alfo fot his readi, od 
> nefg-in the catechifm and his devoutime’"™ 
i behaviour at church, 


The frft thing that drew the minif. 
fter’s attention to this boy, was the fol. 
lowing:——. He had frequently given 
him halfp ence and pence for holding 
his A Ng and carrying him to water, 
before he was-big enough to be further 
ufefal to” him. On Chriftmas. Day ; 
was furprifed to fee James at Church, ggc'® 





#! reading out of a handfome new _ prayer§ the 
} book; he wondered how he came by it, 

' for he knew,there. was nebody in the ty. 

_ parifh likely to have given it to him, for be 

at. that.time there’ were no Sunday yy 

fchoule ; and the father could not afford se 

+ AR: was fure. ihe 


“ Well James, faid he, as he faw him ws 
w Bs they came out, ** you made a good 


1 figure at church to day} it made you fm . 
look like a man ‘and achriftian, not on- f 
ly.to have fo handfome a book, but to be § . 

tb ready in all parts of the fervices. How 
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( 
ame you by that: book ?”? James owned 
odeitly, that. he had been a whole year 
ving up the money by fingle halfpence,. 
All of which had been of the minifter’s 
wn giving, and in all that time he had 
ot fpent a fingle farthing on his own 
liverfions. ‘ My dear boy,” faid good 
Mr. Thomas, “Il am much mittaken if 
hou doft not turn out well in the world, 
for two reafons :—trit, from thy faving 
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ater, ; 
os urn and. delf-denying temper; and 
- hefmnext, becaufe thou didit devote the firft 


eighteen pence thou wait ever worth in 


rch, : 
the world to. fo good a purpofe.” 


ayers 
y it, 
the 
for 
day 
ord 





James bowed and. blufhed, and from 
that time Mr. Thomas began to take 
more notice of him, and to initruét him 
as I faid above. As James foon grew a- 
ble to do him more confiderable fervice, 
he would now and then give him fix- 
pence. This he conftantly faved till it 


1M 
a became a little fum, with which he 
ou Me ~Dought fhoes and flockings ; well know- 


ing that his poor father, with a hard 
family and low Wages, could not buy 


them for him. As to what little money 
S 6 


N- 
bé § 


OW 


he earned himfelf by his daily labour in 
the field, he conftantly carried. it to his 
mother every Saturday night, to buy 
bread for the family, which was a pretty 
help. to them. 


As James was not. very ftout. in his 
make, his father thankfully accepted the 
offer of the parifh officers to.bind out his ' 
fon toa eal: This good man, howev- 
er, had not like Farmer Bown, the; li- 
berty’ of chufing a mafter for his fon, 
or he’ would carefully have enquired if. 
he was a proper man to have the caresof 
youth; but Williams, the fhoemaker was 
already fixed on, by thofe who were -to, 
put the boy out audifhe w anted: a maften 
it muft be him or none, for the overfeers 


fF hada better opinion of Williams than he 





deferved, and thought it would be the 
| making of the boy to goto him. The 
i farh@k kiew that beggars muft not be 
choofers, fo he fitted out» James for his 
= new place, having indeed ‘little to give 


him befides his blefling. 
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The worthy Mr: Thomas, however, 
kindly gave him an old coat and waitt- 
coat, which his mother, who was a neat 
and notable woman, contrived to make 


up for him herfelf without a farthing ex- 


pence, and when it was turned and 
made fit for his fize, it made him a very 
handfome fuit for ‘Sundays, and lafted 
him a couple of years. 


And here let me ftop to remark what 
a pity it is, that poor women fo feldom 


are able or willing to do thefe fort of 
little handy jobs therifelwes ; and that 
they do not oftener ‘bring up their 


daughters to be moré‘nfeful in family 
work, They are great lofers by it e- 
very way; not only ‘as they are «il- 
qualifying their girls from making good. 
wives hereafter, but they are lofers in 
point of prefent advantage : for gentle- 
folks could much oftener. afford to give 
apoor boy a jacket of a a \waiftcoat, if it 
was not for the expence of making -it 
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which adds very much tothe coft. To 
my certain knowledge, many poor wo. 
men would often get an old coat, or bit 
of coarfe new cloth given them to fit out his 
a boy, if the mothers or fifters were 9% 
known to be able to cut 1t out to advan. gO" 
tage, and to make it decently themlelves, the 
But half a crown for the making a bit thr 
of kerfey, which cofts but a few fhillings, § UP 
is more than many very charitable gen- ling 
try can afford to give——fo they. often: 
sive nothing at all when they fee the gO! 
mothers fo little able to turmit to advan. fj "4d 
tage, It is hoped they will «take this vail 
hint-kindly, as it is meant for theirgf*’° 
Pood soo) As plea 
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But to return to our two young thoe. 
makers. They were both now fettled 
at’ Mr. Williams’s, who, as he was 
known to be a good workman, had plen- 
ty of bufinefs. He had fometimes twogf. & 
or three journeymen but no apprenticospe'C44 


but Jack and James, lad 
pen. 


eri 
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Jack, who, with all his faults, was! 
keen, {mart boy, took to learn the trade 























745.5) 

SOB, 
vo. | Quick enough, but the difficulty was to 
bit gmake him itick two hours together at 
out @ his work. At every noife he heard in: 
rere y tne itreet, down went the work—the laff 
ran. one way, the upper leather another < 
ves, @ te tole dropped on the ground, and the 
pit @ thread he dragged after him, all the way 
ngs, UP the ftreet. Ifablind fiddler, a ballad 
jer finger, a mountebank,.a dancing bear, 
vften ot a drum, were heard at a diftance— 
the fg out ran’ Jack—nothing could ftop him, 
van-(g22d not a ftitch more could he be-pre-. 
. thisgg allied: on to,do that day, Every day, 
their every promife was forgot for the prefent 
pleafure—he could not refift the mallet 
temptatilon—he never ftopped a- mo- 
ment .to, confider, whether, a.thing.. was 
right or wrong, but. whether he liked. it 
was’ difliked it. And as -his ill-judging 
plea thother took care to fend him privately 
s two. good fupply of pocket-money, ° that 
aticosectdly bane to all youthful virtue, he 
Bad generally a few. pence ready ,.to 
pend, and to indulge in the prefent di- ° 
was Mection whatever it.was.. And what.was 
- trai@gcll ,worfe than even fpending his thos 
ey, he {pent gig te too, or rather hié 
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fhoe- 
ettled 





















cs) 
mafters time. Of this he was continu. 
ally reminded by James, to whom he 
' always ate crea, “What have you to 
~ complain about? It is nothing to you 
* or any one elfe; | itpend nobody’s 


money but my own”. ‘That may be, re. 
plied the other, but you cannot fay itis 





































your own ¢ime that you fpend. He in. §f ly 
fited upen it that it was; but James ff ce: 
fetched down their zndentures, and there MH ex 
thewed him that he had folemnly bound ff lec 
himielf by that inftrument, not to walle @ for 
his mafter’s property. ‘ Now,’ quoth # pei 
James, “ thy own time is a very valoadk @ wh 
“ part of thy master’s property.’ ‘Tom ral 
this. he replied, “Every ones time was acc 
‘* his own, and he fhould not fit mopingm car 
“ all day over his laft—for his part, hei id! 
«¢ thanked Gop, be Was NO par ish. "pren: det 
al tee. ei 
4 
_ James did not refent this piece of fool no: 
ifh impertinence, as fome filly lads fob 
would have done; nor fly out into a vie ite: 
glent paflion: for even at this early age in 





he had begun to learn of him wo was 
meck and low ty of heart; and ther efore 






Cre mee, 


when he was reviled, he reviled not again. 
On the contrary he was fo very kind and 
gentle, that even Jack, vain and idle as 
he was, could not help loving him, 


though he took care never to follow His 
advices ) 


Jack’s fondnefs for his boyifh and fil- 
ly diverfions in the flreet, foon produ- 
ced the effeéts which might naturally be 
expected ;. andthe fame idlenefs which 
ied him to. fly out into the town at the 
founds of a,fiddle, or,the fight of a pup- 
pet dhow, foon led him to thofe places 
where all thefe fiddles and fhows natu- 
rally lead, I mean the atrmousz. The 
acquaintance picked. up in the ftreet was 
carried-on at the Greyhound; and the 
idle -paftimes of the se fooh Ted to the 
dettruCtive vices of the man. 


As he was not an ill-tempered youth, 
nor naturally much given todrink; a 
fober and prudent matter, who had been 
lteady in his management, and regular 
in his own: conduét;. who had recom- 
mended good adyies by a good example, 

| oS Lin 
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might have made fomething of -}ack. 


But I am forry to fay, that Mr. Wil. | 


liams, though a good workman, and not 
a yery hard or fevere mafter, was neither 
a, fober nor a fleady man—fo far from it, 
that he fpent nteda more time at the 
Greyhound, than at home, There was 
no order either in his fhop or family. 
He left the chief care of the bufinefs to 


his two young apprentices; and-being. 


but a worldly 1 man, he was at firft difpo- 
fed to thew. { avour to Jack much more 

than-to, fames, becaufe he had more mo- 
ney, and his father was better in the 
world than the father of poor: james, 


At firft, therefore, he was difpofed to 
cénfider James as a fort of drudge, whe 
was to do’all the ménialk work of the 
family, and he did nat care. how little 
he taught him of his trade. With Mrs. 
Williams the matter was fill worie ; 
fhe conflantly called him away from the 
bufinefs ‘of his trade to wath the houte, 
nurfe the child, turn the fpit, or run of 
errands. Andhere J muft remark, that 
| though*parifh apprentices are beynd in 









ter 
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duty to be fubmiflive both ta mafter 
and milftrels, and always te make them- 
ot § felves as-ufeful as they can im a family, 
er and to be cival and humble; yet on the 
it, other Band it is the duty pf waiters al- 
he ways to remember, that if they are paid 
as § for inftructing them in their trade, they 
ly. § ought confcientioufly to inftruct them 
to § in it, and not to employ them the grea¢ 
ng. @ ter ‘part of their time in fuch houfehold 
o- Bi or other drudgery, as to deprive them 
re of the opportunity of acquiring, their: 
10% trade. Sart 
‘he , Set 
: Mr, Wilhams foon found out that his 
favourite Jack would be. of little. ufe'to 
to @ um inthe fhop: for though he worked- 





















ho wellenough, he did not care how. little 
the Bbe did. Nor could he be of the leat 
tle fp ule to his mafter in keeping am account, 
rs. § or writing out a bill upon oecafion, for, 
e; es he never could be made to learn, to 
the [cvpher, he did not know addition from 
fe, Qmultiphtcation. 

of § 

hat 9 One day one of the cuftomers called 


gi the fhop in a great hurry, and de- 
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fired his bill might be made out that 
minute; Mr. Williams, having taken 
acup too much, made feveral attempts 
‘to put down a clear account, but the 
more -he tried, the lefs he found himfelf 
able to doit. James, who was fitting 
at his laft, rofe up, and with great’ mo- 
defty, afked his mafter if he would 
pleafe to give him leave to make out the 
bill, faying that, though: but a poor 
{cholar, he would do his beft; rather 
than keep the gentleman waiting, - Wil- 
liams gladly accepted his offer, and con. 
fufed as his head was with liquor, he 
was yet able to obferve with what neat- 
nefs, difpatch, and exaétnefs, the ac- 
count was drawn out. From that time he 
no longer confidered James as a drudze, 
but as one fitted for the higher employ- 
ments of the trade, and he was now 
regularly employed to manage the ac- 
counts, with which all the cuftomers 
were fo well’pleafed, that it contributed 
greatly to raife him in his mafter’s ef- 
teem; for there were now never any 0! 
thofe blunders,.or falfe charges, for 
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which the a Lic before been fo, 


famous. 


james went om in a regular courfe of F 
induftry, and feon became the belt # 
workman Mr. Williams had, but there 
were many things in the family which 


he greatly difapproved. Some of the te 


journeymen ufed to fwear, drink, and § 
fing very Jicentious fongs. All thefe | 


things were a great grief to his fober ; | 
mind; he complained tq his matter, 9% 


who only laughed at him: and indeed, 
AS Williams did the fame himfelf, he 
put it out of his own power to corre& | 
his fervants, if he had been fo difpofed. 7 
James, however, ufed always to reprove |J 


them with great mildneis indeed, but i: 


with great ferioufnefs alfo. This, but § 
fill more his own excellent example, 
produced at length very good effets on | 
fuch of the men as were not quite hare 
dened in fin. 


What grieved him’ moft was the man- 
ner in which the Sufiday was- fpent. 
The mafter lay i in bed all the mornings 
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nor did the mother or her children ever 
go td church, except there was fome 
new finery to be fhewn, or a chriftening 
to be attended. The town’s people 
were coming to the fhop all the morn. 
ing, for work which fhould have been 
_ fent home the night before, had not the 
' maiter been at the alehoufe. And 
|} What wounded James to the very foul 
Mm was, that the mafter expected the two 
m apprentices to carry home fhoes to., the 
f country cuftomers on the Sunday morn- 
) ing: which he wickedly thought, was a 
) faving of time, as it prevented their hin. 
| dering their work on the Saturday. 
) Thefe thameful prattices greatly afflited 
| poor James ; he begged his malter, with 
| tears in his eyes, to excufe him, but he 
im Otily laughed at his ‘fgueamith confci. 
my ence, as he called -it. 









@ «Jack did not diflike this part. of the 

bufinefs, and generally after he had de- 
,livered his parcel, wafted good part of 
® the day in nutting, playing at fives, or 
= dropping in at the public houfe: any 
) thing was better than gding to church. 
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¢ 






















Mt? ig FY 


James} on the other hand, when he 
was cemmpelled, forely againft his con- 
{cience, to carry home any goods on a 
Sunday morning, always got up as foon 
as it was light, knelt down and prayed 
heartily to Gep to forgive him a fin 
which it was not in his power to avoid ; 
he took care not to lofe a moment. by 
the way, but as he was taking his walk 
with the utmoft {peed, to leave his fhees 
with the cufiomers, he fpent his time 
in endeavouring to keep up’ good 
thoughts in his mind, and praying that. 
the day might come when his confciénce 
might be delivered from this grievous 


burthen. He was now particularly 
thankful, that Mr. Thomas had former- 
ly taught him fo many pfalms and chap- 
ters, which he ufed to repeat in thefe 
walks with great devotion. 


He always got home before the reft of 
the family were up, dreffed himfelf very 
clean and: went twice to church; and 
as he greatly difliked the company and 
practices of his mafter’s houfe, particu. 


larly on the Sabbath-day, he preferred | 
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{pending his evening alone, reading his 
Bible, which forgot to fay the, worthy 
clergyman had given him when he left 
his native village. Sunday evening, 
which is to fome people fuch a burthen, 
was to James the highelt holiday. He 
had formerly learnt a little how to fing a 
plalm of the clerk of his own  parith, 
and this was now bécome a very de- 
lightful part of his evening exercile. 
And as one of the journeymen, by 
James’s advice and example, was, now 
beginning to be of a more ferious wa 
of thinking, he often afked him to fit an 
hour with him, when they read the Bible 
and talked it over together in a manner 
very pleafant arid improving; and as 
this man wasa famous finger, a pfalm 
) .or two fun¢ together, was a very inno- 
f cent plealure. 


James’s good manners and civility to 
the cuftomers, drew much bufinefs to 
the fhop, and his fkill asa workman 
was fo great, that every perfon defired 
his fhoes might be made by James. 
WwW illiams grew fo very idle and negli- 
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gent, that he now totally neglected his 
affairs, and to hard drinking added 


ideep gaming. All.James’s care, both of 


the fhop and the accounts, could not 
keep things in ary tolerable order :, he. 
reprefented to his matter that they were 
growing worfe and worle ; and exhorted 
him, if he: walued his _ credit.. as 
a tradefmanh,® his comfort asa hul- 
band and father, his character as a matter, 
and ‘his foul as a chriftian, to turn over, 
anew léaf: Wilhliams fwore a great.oath, 
that “he would not be. reftrained.in his 
pléafures to pleafé a” canting | parith,,. 
prentice;’ nor to humoyr a parcel. ,of, 
fquallinig’ ‘brats—that let people fay, 
vhat they would of him, they fhould ne- 
rer fayhe was a hypocrite, and as long. 
is they cotild ‘not Call “him that, he did 
ot care what elfe they called him, : 


fn’ a vidlent''paffion he’ inimediately 
rent tothe “Greyhound, where he_now., 
pent, not “only every evening, which ... 
e had ‘tong done, but good, part of the... 


iy and night alfo. His wife was Very:ir > 


relly, extravagant, ‘and fond of compa- 
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ny ; and ipent at home as - faft as her 
hufband did abroad; fo that all the 
neighbours faid, if it had not been for 
James, his mafter muit have broke long 
ago, but they were fure he could not 
hold it much longer. 





As Jack Brown fung a good fong, 
} and played many diverting tricks, Wil. 
m+ hams liked his company, and often al. 
— lowed him to make one at the Grey. 
hound, where he would laugh heartil) 
at his ftories ; fothat every one thought 
. Jack wasimuch the greater favourite 
}} fo he was a companion in frolick, an 
i foolery, and pleasure, as it is called 
4 but he would n@ truft him with an ind 
| of leather or fixpence in money: Ni 
no—when bufinefs was to be done, d 
truftiwas to be repofed, James was thi 
man, the idle and the drunken nevd 
truft one another, if they have commo 

| fenfe. They like to laugh, and fin 
| and riot, and drink together ; but whe 
a they want a friend, a help in bufinefs « 
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in trouble, they go farther a field; 
Williams, while he would driak wi 
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ack, would truft James. with untold 
gold, and even was foolifhly tempted 
to neglect his bufinefs the more from 
knowing that he had one at home who 
as taking care‘of it. 
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' In fpite of all Jame’s care and dili- 
sari pence, however, things were. growing 
‘U@worfe and worle: the more James fav- 
cn ald the more the mafter and mittrefs 
Grey: pent. One morning, juft as the ithop 
arti'ivas opened, and James had.fet every 
ought ody to their refpe&tive work, and he 
rit€“Mhimfelf was fettling the bufinefs for 
<, Whe day, he found that his mafter was 
alled ot yet come from the Greyhound As 
DINCHhis was now become a Sommon cafe, he 
No nly grieved but did not wonder at it. 
me, SVhilit he was indulging fad thoughts on 
vas tl@ivhat would be the end of all this, in 
i nev@an the tapfter from the Greyhound 
OM NMR ut of breath, and with a look of terror 
d finging difmay, defired James would ftep o- 
it wher ia the public-houfe with him that 


nefs ¢ noment, for that his mafter wanted 
1; ing, 
ik Wi 
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James went immediately, furprifed 
at this unufyal meflage. When he got 
into the kitchen of the public-houfe, 
which he now entered for the firft time 
in his life, though it was oppofite the 
houfe in which he lived, he was fhocked 
at the beaftly difgufting appearance of 
every. thing he beheld. ‘There was a 
table covered with tankards, punch. 
bowls, broken glafles, pipes, and dirty 
grealy packs. of cards, and all over wet 
with liquor; the door was ftrewed with J 
broken earthen cups, odd cards, and an 
EO table. fhivered to pieces ina quarrel; 
behind the table flood a crowd of dirty 
fellows, with matted locks, hollow eyes, 
and faces fmeared with tobacco ; James 
made his way after the tapfter, through 
this wretched looking crew, to a fettle 
which ftood in the chimney corner. 
Not a word was uttered, but the filent 
horror feemed to denote fomething more 
than a mere common drinking bout. 


What was the difmay of James, vhen 
he faw his miferable mafter flretched 
out on the fettle, in all the agonies o 












A death. 


m ved to {peak, 








by my miferable end,” faid he to 


Oe” are 


He had fallen into a fit, after 
having drank hard beft part of the night, 
and feemed to have but a few minutes 
to live. In his frightful countenancé 
was difplayed the dreadful picture of fin 
and death: for he ftruggled at once un- 
der the guilt of intoxication, and the 
pangs of.a dying man. He recovered 
his fenfes fora few moments, and called 
out to afk if his faithful fervant was 
come: James went up to him, took him 
by his cold hand, but was too much mo- 
“Oh! James, James ;”’ 
iried he in a broken voice, “ pray for 
me, comfort me.” James fpoke kindly 
io him, but was too honeft to give him 
alfe comfort, as is too often done by 


niftaken friends in thefe dreadful mo- 
nents. 





“« T have been a 
you—you would have 
faved me,. foul and body, but I would 
not let you—I have ruined my wife, 
my @€hildten, and my own foul, 
Take warning, oh, take ‘warning 


“ Jamés,” faid he, 
* bad mafter to 
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his: ftupified companions ; 
bid him lift up his heart to Gop, and 
prayed heartily for him himfelf. “ Oh!” 
faid the dying man, “it is too late, too 
“ Jate for me—but you have {till time,” 
“ faid he to the half, drunken terrified 
“ crew around him, ‘“ Where is Jack?” 
Jack Brown came forward, but was tog 
much frightened.to fpeak. ‘“ O wretch, 
“ ed boy,” faid he, “* I fear I fhall have 
“ the ruin of thy foul, as well as mj 
“ own, to anfwer for. Stop thort!— 
“ Take warning—now, inthe days d 
thy youth.” “ O James, James, ‘thot 
** doft not pray for me. Death is dread 
“ ful to the wicked. O the iting of death 
* to a guilty confcience!” Here he 
lifted. up his ghafily eyes in fpeechlef 
horror, grafped hard the hand. of James 
gave a deep hollow groan, and clofed hi: 





but none 
-were able to attend him but James, who 





















eyes n¢ver to open’ them” but in awful 
eternity. , RN 
4 Koa > 

This was death in all it’s horrors! 


The gay companions of his finful 
fures could not ftand the fight ; all flunk 
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way like guilty thieves from their late. 
avourite friend—no one was left to Affilt 
im but his two apprentices. Brown 
vas not fo hardened but that he fhed ma- 
y tears for his unhappy matter; and 
ven made fome hafty refolutions of a- 
endment, which were too foon forgot- 
en. 


While. Brown ftepped home to call 
he workmen to come and affift in remo- 
‘ing their poor maiter, James ftaid alone 
vith the corpfe, and employed thofe 


awful moments in indulging the molt 
ferious thoughts, and prayed heartily 
to Gop, tty fo terrible a leflon might 
not be thrown away upon him; but that 
he might be enabled to Hive in a conftant 
flate ar preparation for death,—The re- 
folutions he made. at this moment, as, 
they were not made. in his own ftrength, 
but in an humble reliance on Gop’s. 
gracious s help, were of ufe to him as long 
as he lived ; and. if ever he was fora 
moment tempted to fay, or do a wrong 
B thing, the remembrance of his poor a 
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Ful words he uttered, always inftantly 
checked himi. 


When Williams was buried, and his 
affairs came to be enquired into, they 
were found to be in a fad condition, 
His wife, indeed, was the lefs to be piti. 
ed, as fhe had contributed her full thare 
totheircommonruin. James, however, 
did pity her, and by his fkill in accounts, 
his known honefty, and the-:truft the 






















creditors .put in his word, things came Pasi 
tobe fettled rather better than Mra @ 
Williams expected. a 
~ Both Brown and James were now ae 
within a month or two of being out of B. , 
theirtime. ‘The creditors, as was faid ail 
before, employed James to fettle his late B. -. 
matter’s accounts, which he didin aff. | 
mannet fo creditable to his abilities, ard By. 
his*honefty, that they propofed to him to ff), | 
take the fhop himfelf. He affured them & 
it was utterly out of his power for want 
ef money:- As the creditors had not the 
leaft fear of being repaid, if it fhould § 


pleafe Gop to {pare hislife, they generouf- 
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ly agreed among themfelves, to advance 
him a fum of money without any fecuri- 
ty buthis bond ; for this he was to pay 
a very moderate intereft, and to return 
the whole in a certain number of years. 
James fhed tears of gratitude at this 
tetimony to his,charaéter, and could 
hardly be prevailed on to accept their 
kindnefs, fo great was his dread of being 
in debt. 


He took the remainder of the leafe 
from his miftrefs, and in fettling affairs 
with her, took care to make every thing 
as advantageous to her as poflible. He 
never once allowed himfeli to think how 
unkind fhe had been to him, he only faw 
in her the needy widow of his deceafed 
mafter, and the diftrefled mother of an 
infant family ; and was heartily forry 
it was not in his power to contri. 
bute to their fupport, for it was not on- 
ly his duty, but his delight to return 
good for evil; forhe was a CHRISTIAN. 


James Stock was now, by the blefling 
of Gop on his own earnelt endeavours, 
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matter of a confiderable fk 0p, and wa 
refpected by the whole town for hi 
prudence, honefty, and piety. . We will 
now proeeed to fhew how he behaved | in 


his new ftation, and alfo what befel his 
comrade Becwiy: 


In the. méan time, other apprentices 
will do well to fellow. fo praife worthy 
an example, and to remember, that the 
refpectable mafter of a large fhop, and: 
profitable. bufinefs, was raifed -to that 
creditable ‘fityation, without . money, 
friends, or -connections, from the low 
béginning of a parish ’prentice, by fobri- 
ety, induttry,.the fear.of God, A al 
sobediencé tothe divine prineiples of 
the CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

This fudden prof{perity was a time él 
trial’ to poor James; who, as he wai 
now beome-a creditable traietpaan, i 
ihall hereafter think proper to call Mr. 
James Stock. I fay, this fudden rife in| 
life was a time of trial; for we. hardly 
know: what we are ourfelves till we be-f 
come our own mallers, There is in 
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viecd always a reafonable hope thata 
good fervant will not make a bad matter, 
edi and that a faithful apprentice will prove 
} vif an honeft tradefman. But the heart of 
: man is deceitful; and fome. folks who 
feem to behave very well while they are 
under fubjeétion, no fooner get a little 
power than their heads are turned, and 
they grow prouder than thofe who are 
gentlemen born. They forget at once 
that they were lately poor and depen- 
dentthemfelves, fo that one would think 
that with their poverty they had» lott 
their memory toe: I have known fome 
who had fuffered mofhardthips in their 
early days, become “the moft hard ‘and 
opprefive in their turns’ fo that’ they 
feem to forgét that*fine confiderate rea- 
fon which God gives to the children of 
Ifrael why they fhould be merciful to 
their fervants, “*‘ remembering” faith he, 










ae “ that thou thytent watt a bondman. a 
“aly Young Mr. Stock did not fo forget 


himfelf. He had ‘indeed the’ only fure 
guard from falling into this error. It 
was not from any éahnete’i in his natural 
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~difpofition : for that only juft ferves to 
make folks good-natured when they are 
pleafed, and patient when they have 
nothing to vexthem. James went up. 
on higher ground. He did not give way 
to abufive language, becaufe he knew it 
wasafin. He didnot ufe his appren. 
tices ill; becaufe he knew he had him. 
felfa maifter in heaven. 


(To be continued. ) 





